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Euro Team Report 

2014 – 2019 

 
 
If we look back to these five years of our mandate, we can be but grateful to the Lord for the 

experience and for the good He has supported and guided us to achieve. In our yearly meetings 

and visits to national communities we have focused on some of the priorities expressed by the 

Regensburg Assembly, that is Youth, Migration, Communication and Formation. 

 

Regensburg (Germany), May 2014  

The new Euro Team was elected at the CLC European Assembly:  Ann Sieuw from Belgium 

Flanders, Bianka Speidl from Hungary, Claudine Drochon from France and Luisa Bonetti from Italy.  

 

Summary of our Euro team meetings and Formation Meetings for the national 

communities and their representatives  

The team met twice or three times a year - depending on the work load the event planned for that 

year demanded; that is plus a thematic event we organized for the national communities (NCs). 

In determining our places of meeting we opted for visiting communities who invited us for a 

specific purpose or those that were in need of support.   We also saw the opportunity of linking 

with the World Exco and managed to meet them in Rome twice.  

The following list gives the key areas of our meetings but of course other issues were discussed as 

well. 

 

25–28 August 2014, Strasbourg, France.  

 In this first meeting we took time to  

 introduce ourselves  

 pray God for His Grace in our service to the Community. We are grateful to Fr. Pierre 

Meyer s.j., for accompanying us in the transition as a caring, wise counselor and spiritual 

guide. 

 agree on our aims and priorities and allocate tasks  

 edit the Final Document of the European Assembly in Regensburg 

 plan our next February meeting  

 decide steps to look for our new  EA  

 meet the regional CLC community from Alsace (France), with members coming also from 

Luxemburg and Germany. We also spent a pleasant time with Claudine’s CLC companions 

and also with her family.  

 

 20-22 February 2015, Rome, Italy 

 We welcomed F. Vincent Magri s.j. from Malta, our new E.A. We thanked him and his 

Provincial for accepting this commitment and for their readiness to cooperate with the lay.  

After Claudine and Bianka had taken part in the meeting of the European Migration 

Network in Luxemburg (November 2014), we supported Spain’s offer to coordinate the 

Network and defined our role and involvement in it.   
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 We met Carlo Cellamare and his wife Maria Letizia, from CLC Italy, who outlined the first 

steps and features of the European Migration project in Ragusa (Sicily), a European CLC 

missionary camp for Migrants. 

 We met the WExco, gathered for their yearly meeting in the same place, and after 

introducing one another and sharing on the commitment of both teams, we discussed the 

Migration issue, Membership, Commitment and Ecumenism. 

 We started planning the Eurolink meeting 2015 (Slovenia 23 – 25 October). Following the 

Regensburg Assembly’s recommendation, we decided to focus on the involvement of 

young people. We asked F. Nikolaas Sintobin sj to be our guest speaker and decided to 

invite young people from each national community besides the Eurolinks. 

 

14- 18 August 2015, Cavareno (Italy)  

We focused on: 

 renewing the website  

 finalizing the planning of the Eurolink meeting in Slovenia; we enjoyed the prospect of  

      Fr. Nikolaas introducing his innovative way of using You Tube for apostolate and mission 

      especially with the Young.  We also decided to co-opt a young person for the ET - 

 We worked at Luisa’s home and celebrated the Eucharist in an 8
th

 century chapel in the 

countryside, reinforcing our commitment for the Community and our friendship in the 

Lord.  

 

Eurolink Meeting   21-24 October 2015, Hisa Kruha (Slovenia) 

We went through an interesting process which included the following steps: 

a) A review on our own European and national reality based on the answers of the 

questionnaires of the participants, that we had sent out prior to the meeting. The bulk of 

the evaluation was done by Ann. 

b) We listened to the presentation of Good Practices by Portugal, Belgium Fr, France and the 

Sicily Project; these contributions made us feel enriched. 

c) We got acquainted with the innovative method of Fr. Nikolaas’ You Tube use for both 

meditation and formation 

d) We considered new perspectives like NCs spreading Fr. Nikolaas’ way of 

meditation/spiritual awareness and growth. We also encouraged the establishment of an 

Erasmus link for university students abroad who might come together in the framework of 

CLC. 

 

We thought networking is often advocated as a necessity, and a few ideas to reach young people 

were presented. We enjoyed the warm welcome and cooperation from CLC Slovenia and the 

Sisters hosting us. Fr. Nikolaas’ presentation stirred engagement so the recommendation was to 

let people know about this method and encourage them to apply. 

 The meeting proved to be a very positive experience with valuable contributions from young 

people. What we had planned and organized was hopefully fruitful; however we got no feedback 

of initiatives later.  

The ET also proposed that the networking could be enhanced by the contribution of a young 

person in the E.T, in order to incorporate young people’s perspective into the structure of CLC in 

Europe. 
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12 – 15 February 2016, Madrid (Spain) 

 We met in Madrid  at the request of the Spanish Exco and the Migration Network in order 

to evaluate the work of the European Migration Network and, in particular that of the 

Ragusa project. 

 Fr. Vincent offered a clear cut method to revise our way of proceeding as a kind of “mid 

term evaluation”.  

 We took time to pray, discern and share identify, priorities and future steps, but left the 

meeting with many unanswered questions. 

 Unfortunately Bianka couldn’t be with us because of her father’s death a few days before 

the meeting. She joined us via Skype and we were close to her and received her deeply felt 

reflections on her feelings “when finite and infinite meet in life”. 

 

26- 30 August 2016, Bruges (Belgium Flanders) 

 We met members of the NC of Belgium Flanders and the French speaking community and 

were happy to welcome the newly re-formed Community of the Netherlands. 

 Following the “desolation” we had experienced in Madrid, we felt inspired to organize a 

formation /holiday week for young people and adults who work in Youth Apostolate, to be 

held in Malta in August 2017. It was meant as a capacity building formation for people who 

could afterwards be multipliers in their communities. We started our quest for a young 

person for the ET. 

 We enjoyed Ann’ B&B accommodation. We also had the opportunity to meet the local 

Jesuit community who kindly hosted us for meals and the daily Eucharist at their chapel. 

 

March 2016, in Malta, Vincent and Luisa met John Dardis sj, President of the Jesuit Conference 

in Europe, to ask for his advice as to the “impasse” the Euroteam was going through. It’s him 

who suggested contacting the ESDAC team for a tailor-made long weekend workshop. 

 

10- 13 November 2016 Formation workshop for ET with ESDAC facilitators in Paris to:  

Deepen our vision, planning and strategy, focussing on the YOUTH priority 

Deepen our awareness and concern for the different NCs in their diversity and discern how to 

support some of them while nevertheless, looking forward to the frontiers. 

Improve our way of working together, taking also into account our realities of life (work pressures 

especially for Bianka and recent family bereavements for Claudine). 

At the end of the formation we had a meeting with Jean Fumex and Jean-Luc Fabre, president and 

EA of the French CLC. They suggested the opportunity of a meeting for CLC Presidents before the 

World Assembly of Buenos Aires. 

  

23 – 26 February 2017, Rome (Italy)  

At S. Ignazio, secretary and seat of the Italian CLC and of a Jesuit community, we met the World 

Exco again. We informed them about our ongoing projects and plans and agreed on the 

importance of cooperation with other organizations and with the Jesuits, rather than setting up 

more committees within the EU CLC structure.  We proposed that a representative of the ET 

participates in the World Assembly. We also met the Italian Exco who was having their meeting 

there: world CLC, the Euroteam, and a national Exco came together and we enjoyed a sense of 

unity and mission. 

We visited the rooms where the Marian Congregation Prima Primaria used to meet and felt 

grateful for the journey of faith and service which has preceded us and led the way. 
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Our work: 

 We outlined the formation week for young people and young adults to be held in Malta in 

August 2017 and discussed a possible meeting between Presidents, EAs and ELs in spring 

2018, following the suggestion of CLC France. 

 We planned our next ET meeting in Riga (Latvia), grateful for an invitation from their 

community. 

 We expressed our readiness and effort to co-opt a young person for the team, but due to 

the lack of applications this could not be realized. We reflected on the lack of response for 

the co-option of a YP for the ET and decided to present the issue at the next European 

Assembly in 2019.  

Still, looking back we feel that the outstanding number of young candidates in 2019 proves 

that our initiatives inspired positive developments.   

    

August 2017, CLC YA Formation week in Gozo (Malta) 

 This meeting was designed for CLC (or Ignatian) young people to experience community 

and renew motivation so that they could become multipliers in their own personal life, 

communities and youth groups. 

 The title was “Going to the frontiers: confronting daily challenges through Ignatian 

Spirituality”. We had 18 participants from various EU CLC communities.  

 With the spiritual guidance of F. Nikolaas Sintobin s.j. and Josephine Vassallo’s talk on “ 

Living and coping with reality through Ignatian Spirituality”,  we experienced 

awareness, shared  experiences, listened to testimonials, had a day of discernment ( 

Magis ) and a “toolbox” was presented by Ann on how to offer the Gospel in a 

secularized society”. 

 The participants were motivated and engaged. We were very grateful to CLC Malta for 

their welcome and support.  We enjoyed the presence and presentation of Alwin and 

Najat, secretary and consultant of the WExco. 

 

2 – 5 November 2017, Riga (Latvia)  

The meeting focused on the preparation of the Lille meeting for Pres., EAs and Eurolinks on 2- 3 

March 2018, discussing Projects 168 and 169 as guidelines.   

 We agreed on working on SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats).  

 We met members of the local CLC and shared about their community life and our 

commitment as ET. It was touching to hear their testimonies of the Christians’ persecution 

by the communist regime they suffered for longer than 80 years. 

      Accompanied by CLC England and Wales as god parenting community, they are now 

      supported in their formation by Fr. Janis Melnikovs sj , from the small Jesuit community in 

      Riga. They were preparing to apply for full membership into the world community  

 We enjoyed the generous welcome of CLC Latvia, an organ concert in St Peter’s Luteran 

Cathedral and a highly educating sightseeing walk in the city centre of Riga guided by Inese 

Runce. We also had a surprise party to celebrate Fr. Vincent’s birthday. 

 

CLC European meeting   1 – 4 March 2018, Lille  

 The representatives (Presidents, ELs and EAs ) of 20 out of 21 CLC national communities 

gathered in Lille looking forward to the WA of Buenos Aires in the following July. 

 In various groups and in plenary they shared the experience of and perspectives on  

      the “ Kairos“ moment we are living and  prayed and reflected on the renewal of the Church, 

and consequently, of CLC as urgently advocated by Pope Francis. Besides Project 169 and the 
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Gospel passage from Mark 6, 30 - 43 “How many loaves do you have”? , the assembly received 

two precious inputs from F. Giuseppe Riggio sj.  

 The symbolic image of a deeper and more motivated commitment towards cooperative 

apostolate was shown through a real dodecahedron, which the participants assembled. We 

deeply appreciated the warm hospitality of Hautmont CLC Spiritual Centre, the 

management and the many helpful volunteers. 

 We thanked Claudine for taking part in the World Assembly in BA as representative of the 

ET and enjoyed the prospect of a closer link between CLC in Europe and the World 

assembly and her future report on the experience. 

 

26 – 29 August 2018, Piliscsaba (Budapest)   

Claudine reported on the WA in Buenos Aires and its focus on discernment through spiritual 

conversation. She told us how the assembly experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit working 

among them and enabling them to live out Ignatian detachment and reconciliation.  

Following up the World Assembly’s main guidelines, we agreed on endeavoring to carry them out 

at the level of CLC in Europe.  

Key points emerged in the meetings between delegates from European communities: 

� working out and sharing of formation material 

� the sense of Europe and its need for reconciliation 

� youth 

� migration 

� communication  

� not a defensive Church in Europe, how can we be present in local churches? 

� a new language which reaches the heart 

 

We started planning the European Assembly in Vilnius to be held between 7-10 June 2019 and 

planned our next ET meeting in Birmingham 15 – 18 February 2019.  

It was a fruitful meeting in a quiet and spacious location which helped us work for the better. We 

are thankful to Bianka for generously arranging our stay and to her mother for her caring 

assistance. Unfortunately we could not meet the Hungarian National Exco, a few of us, though, 

had the opportunity to meet a CLC member on the following day in Budapest. 

 

15 – 18 February 2019, Birmingham (Great Britain)  

We defined the theme and content of the European Assembly in Vilnius, finalized details and 

allotted tasks for its organization and contacts. We had a helpful Skype meeting with Denis 

Dobbelstein and with F. Nikolaas Sintobin sj, who would accompany us in the discernment process 

in Vilnius. 

We shared our way forward and community life with members of CLC Britain and Wales who 

joined us; we  enjoyed the wonderful welcome of the Jesuit Novitiate Community at Manresa 

house; we felt grateful and close to them and assured our prayer for their “pathway to God“. 

 

14 – 16 April 2019, Brussels  

At Arrupe House, in Brussels, we worked with Nikolaas Sintobin sj, to finalize the programme and 

the schedule of Saturday, the day of Discernment with his guidance. We also met Denis 

Dobbelstein and made final arrangements. 

 

 



 6 

ET visits and participation in events and meetings organized by national and local 

communities.  
  

2014 

European Migration Network in Luxemburg, Claudine and Bianka as delegates of the E.T. 

 

2015 

Ann visits a CLC community in the Netherlands, travels to Ireland to meet CLC members there and 

takes part in a meeting in Germany. 

She also visits CLC Belgium Fr. and takes part in an assembly on Ecology  

Luisa takes part in the Delegates’ Meeting in Salzburg (Austria) 

Bianka is a guest speaker at the Italian CLC Assembly at Frascati (Rome) and Vincent joins us for 

the meeting with Pope Francis 

  

2016 

Claudine takes part in the Delegates’ Meeting in Kärnten (South Austria) 

Bianka visits CLC Poland  

 

2017 

1-2 April, National Assembly in Switzerland with the election of the next Exco, Claudine  

8- 9 April, Migration network meeting in Barcelona, Claudine as representative of the ET  

28 April – 3 May, Meeting on Family in Poznan (Poland), Luisa 

12-13 May, CLC Prayer day Dublin, Ann 

24-28 May, Assembly of the French Community in Nevers, Claudine and Ann. She also travels to 

Ireland and Germany for the second time. 

12 – 18 June, Bianka visits the Syrian CLC, gets acquainted with the reality on the ground and 

conveys the compassionate prayers of the European CLC 

9 July, Migration core team annual meeting in Toulouse with the representative of the ET, 

Claudine  

Mid October, First national Assembly of CLC groups in Stockholm, Luisa 

 

2018 

6-7 January, Exceptional French assembly with election of the new Exco in Lille (Le Hautmont), 

Claudine 

12-13 May, Migration core team annual meeting in Vienna with the representative of the ET, 

Claudine 

May, Ann goes to Austria (Delegates’ Assembly) and to the Netherlands to talk about the MN 

project in Ragusa; she also travels to England and Wales. 

 

2019 

26-30 May, Assembly of the French Community in Angers, Claudine 

 

I would like to express our sincere gratitude to all those communities who have hosted or 

invited us for our meetings, for their joy and generosity and for the time they have freely given. 

They have made us feel “at home” and have enhanced our availability to mission. It has been a 

joy to meet so many CLC members and share the sense of our world community and our 

friendship in the Lord.  



 7 

In the international meetings, we have tried to encourage participants to explore ways to work  

more closely with each other on common issues; some were concerned  and took up the 

challenge but we feel there is wider scope for development as interaction and networking can 

help communities  grow in their vocation. 

 

Conclusion 

The journey together in these five years has been a great experience, a challenging one which can 

keep bearing fruits. We have had moments of difficulty and have tried to face and overcome them 

in an honest and committed manner and a strong sense of the community. The difference of 

personalities, culture and the challenge of communication in a foreign language can certainly offer 

an experience of spiritual growth.  

We thank all those communities and individuals who have encouraged our commitment with their 

welcome and their feedbacks. We feel deep gratitude for our EAs, for accompanying our journey 

to become real autonomous Ignatian lay communities. Special thanks to Fr. Vincent, for caringly 

staying in the team also when he got appointed for a demanding role in the Euro Mediterranean 

Province in Rome, and to Fr. Nikolaas for being with us all the way in the formation meetings. 

I take this opportunity to thank each member of the team for their engagement, sense of 

responsibility and cooperation and for coping with other commitments in the family and at work. 

May the Lord grant us, with His grace, to treasure this experience together and to bear more fruit.  

Thank you. 

 

 

Luisa Bonetti, Euro team coordinator  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


